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the laws he had been called to uphold. That celebrated
article, of which I am the author, provides for the enact-
ment of urgent and extraordinary measures by the Em-
peror's authority at the recommendation of the Council of
Ministers during the time when the Duma is not in session.
The article expressly stipulates that only such measures
may thus be adopted as do not affect either the fundamental
laws or the regulations relating to the Duma and Imperial
Council. Furthermore, a regulation thus enacted ceases to
be valid if it is not approved by the Duma within one
month after its re-opening.
Now, Stolypin abused this provision in the most extraor-
dinary fashion. By distorting the perfectly clear meaning
of the article, he sought to mould the destinies of the
country after his own will. In virtue of it he passed a great
many laws of capital importance by his own authority, and
in order to do so he purposely dissolved the legislative
institutions, sometimes for as short a period as three days.
It was on the strength of this clause that he promulgated
a new election law, which was in itself a complete coup-
d'etat and which resulte'd in the submissive Third Duma.
It was also on the strength of this article that Stolypin
introduced court-martial in a form unknown in any country
pretending to be civilized.
At the time when I assumed the burden of power, capital
punishment in Russia was practised arbitrarily and without
uniformity. Identical crimes were in some districts pun-
ished by death, while in others they were not. To impose
order upon this chaos I introduced a bill which sought to
define the criminal acts which were under the jurisdiction
of the court-martial and could be punished by death. The
project won an overwhelming majority in the Imperial
Council, but when it was submitted for approval to the
Emperor, he refused to sanction it. Thus the situation
regarding capital punishment remained unchanged.